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Did you know every Maori month is named after a star? Our ancestors
would wait for certain stars to rise early in the morning before sunrise
which would tell them which lunar month, they were in. You can use any
star app to search for the stars that our ancestors would view each

morning. Matariki is one of those stars. Awesome right!

Our ancestors also used Matariki to regulate their calendar system.
Every three years an additional month was inserted into their calendar
to realign the calendar system, much like the leap year of today.
Maori call this additional month Ruhanui. Ruhanui begins on 18 June 2023.

Our ancestors were incredible scientists!
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Maori Lunar Month

TE RVUA 0 TAKURVA

TE RIMA 0 KOPU

Code

English Name

SIRIVS

VENUS (IN THE MORNING)

TE ONO 0 WHITIANAUNAV

Y LEo

TE WHITU 0 HAKIHEA

NGA RANGI WHAKANU! | A MATARIKI
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MATARIK| CELEBRATION PERIOD

MANAWATIA A MATARIKI (HARAREI A-MOTU)

MATARIKI PUBLIC HOLIDAY
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WHIRO [ NEW MOON
TAMATEA o FIRST QUARTER
RAKAUNUI O FULL MOON
TANGAROA [ )] LAST QUARTER
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We will be celebrating Matariki \

as our first national holiday on

the 24th of June! This is awesomeu
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ﬂis is the year that we insert our
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additional month Ruhanui into our
Matariki calendar. Check out the
days that have been coloured in
Qreg.This is the month of Ruhanui.
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Gjr ancestors determined the
months of the year by closely

observing the sun, the stars, the
phases of the moon and the
@vironment that they resided in.




