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Did you know every Māori month is named after a star? Our ancestors 

would wait for certain stars to rise early in the morning before sunrise 

which would tell them which lunar month, they were in. You can use any 

star app to search for the stars that our ancestors would view each 

morning. Matariki is one of those stars. Awesome right!

Our ancestors also used Matariki to regulate their calendar system.  

Every three years an additional month was inserted into their calendar  

to realign the calendar system, much like the leap year of today.  

Māori call this additional month Ruhanui. Ruhanui begins on 18 June 2023. 

Our ancestors were incredible scientists!



Māori Lunar Month Code English Name
Te Tahi o Pipiri Sheratan 
Te Rua o Takurua Sirius
Te Toru Here o Pipiri ζ Perseus
Te Whā o Mahuru Alpha Hydra
Te Rima o Kōpū Venus (In the morning)
Te Ono o Whitiānaunau γ Leo
Te Whitu o Hakihea θ Centauri
Te Waru o Rehua Antares
Te Iwa o Rūhī Alniyat
Te Ngahuru o Poutūterangi Altair
Te Ngahuru mā tahi o Paengawhāwhā ε Pegasus
Te Ngahuru mā rua o Haki Haratua η Pegasus
Ruhanui Hamal
Ngā Rangi Whakanui I a Matariki Matariki Celebration period
Mānawatia a Matariki (Hararei ā-motu) Matariki Public Holiday
Whiro New Moon 
Tamatea First Quarter 
Rākaunui Full Moon 
Tangaroa Last Quarter

The first night of 

the Māori lunar 

months start on 

the new moon.
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Mei – May 2022

Ākuhata – August 2022

Noema – November 2022

Pēpuere – February 2023

Hune – June 2022

Hepetema – September 2022

TĪhema – December 2022

MĀehe – March 2023

HŪrae – July 2022

Oketopa – October 2022

HĀnuere – January 2023

Āperira – April 2023

We will be celebrating Matariki  

as our first national holiday on  

the 24th of June! This is awesome!
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Mei – May 2023

Ākuhata – August 2023

Noema – November 2023

Mei – May 2024

Pēpuere – February 2024

Hune – June 2023

Hepetema – September 2023

TĪhema – December 2023

MĀehe – March 2024

HŪrae – July 2023

Oketopa – October 2023

HĀnuere – January 2024

Āperira – April 2024

This is the year that we insert our 
additional month Ruhanui into our 
Matariki calendar. Check out the 
days that have been coloured in 
grey. This is the month of Ruhanui.
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Hune – June 2024

Hepetema – September 2024

TĪhema – December 2024

MĀehe – March 2025

HŪrae – July 2024

Oketopa – October 2024

HĀnuere – January 2025

Āperira – April 2025

Ākuhata – August 2024

Noema – November 2024

Pēpuere – February 2025

Mei – May 2025

Our ancestors determined the 
months of the year by closely 
observing the sun, the stars, the 
phases of the moon and the 
environment that they resided in.
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