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				The last fluent speakers of ta rē Moriori passed away in the early 1900s, but our language has not been in common usage since 1836. Today it has no recognition as an official language of New Zealand and its uniqueness is only now being realised, respected, and enjoyed. Language offers and affirms so many clues to cultural origins and identity. The ability to speak our own language and share it with the world is one of the most important aspirations for Moriori. We have looked at ways to bring it back to our marae (Kōpinga), and to our workplace and homes. Bringing it into our schools is seen as being the next phase for its revival, not just on Rēkohu (Chatham Islands) but throughout Aotearoa/New Zealand.

				The title of this collection of stories is Kā Kakepunga Kōrero. Kakepunga means a bundle of sticks, which seems an appropriate metaphor for this work which is helping rekindle Moriori language and identity. Three of the five stories focus on aspects of Moriori cultural origins, and two look at more recent history. The stories come from our own oral traditions and the account of the gathering in 1836. We hope these stories inspire young readers and those interested in learning ta rē Moriori at any age. The stories have come to life through the keen ear and skills of our language interpreter Kiwa Hammond, along with the creative team at Cognition Education – kīoranga teru. Thank you.

				Me rongo – with peace

			

		

		
			
				Tukupu Imu
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				K’ Tae Mai Kā Tchakat Tuatehi	10

				Ko Rūtapa rauu ko Kahu Tei	16

				Kā Rā e Toru ki Te Awapātiki	22

				Rakau Motiha	30
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				Kā Tchono	40

			

		

		
			
				Kā Ihirangi
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				K’ piritehi a Rangi rauu ko Pāpātuanuk’ i roto i tche kohu me tche po. Korekore t’ ha, tchiei kā me’ k’ tu, k’ tipu hoki i waeng’ rauu.
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				K’ matau tetehi wairu ki’ tu, ki’ hokowehe i rauu. Ko Rangitokona taingo’ – ko ta pourangi. Ko Rangitokona k’ toko ta rangi me kā pou tengahuru – e pou ki rung’ i tena, e pou ki rung’ i tena, k’ awatea.
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				Ko Tche Ao Marama to’ mahine k’ hēre mai. K’ noho ki to’ taha.

				Ko t’ hokowehenga e marire, e rongo hoki, korekore ta rere o ta karengeo.
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				K’ watea ta wahi, ko Rangitokona k’ pukei tch one ki rung’ Pāpātuanuk’, ko Tū k’ ahu mai, k’ heke ko Rongo, ko Tāne, ko Tangaroa, ko Rongomai, ko Kahukura, ko Tiki, ko Uru, ko Ngangana, ko Io, ko Iorangi, ko Waiorangi, ko Tahu, ko Moko, ko Maroro, ko Wakehau, ko Tiki, ko Toi, ko Rauru, ko Whatonga, ko Ruanuku, ko Motu-ariki, ko Te Ao Marama, ko Tumare, ko Ranganuku, ko Mātāriki, ko Wari, ko Ro-Tauira. Ko ratuu katoa k’ Ta Hūnau a ta Rangi. 
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				Ko ta etchu mutu o eneti k’ hokohunau mai ko Tahiri Mangate k’ moetehi ko Rangimaomaō, ko kā matua o kā hau katoa. Ko t’ hau marangai ao k’ kite tuatehi i tche ao, me ko t’ hau raki ta potikihamarere k’ hunau mai, ko Raki taingo’.
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				Wa roa k’ noho kā motchu o Rēkohu e kaing’ manu, e kaing’ mimiha, e kaing’ ika, e terikarawao. 
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				Khia rau tau i mua tokoteru kā rūtapa – tukana tehi, muritae tehi – k’ hokotere waka i Hhiawaiki ki ta raki ro, ki kā wai matao me ta whai i kā whetu me tche ara rō o ta hopo, o ta rongomoana hoki. Ko tama tukana-muritae taingo’ ko Rongomaiwhenua rauu ko Rongomaitere. Ko ta rongo o t’ henu tena, ko ta rongo o ta moana tena.
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				Nō rauu taenga ki ta kaing’ hou e me’ ika kē, e me’ manu kē, e me’ tipu kē o konei ki kā me’ pērā o ta kaing’ o mua. K’ timat’ ko tama tukana-muritae t’ hou mai tuwhatu etchu, i tītīmai pou tūāpoi hoki ki t’ henu hei tāingāhiwa ki kā me’ tipu k’ noho rauu me kā tikane rongo ki tenei kaing’ motchu hou.
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				K’ noho ko Rongomaiwhenua ki ta motchu. Ko kā tchakat Moriori katoa k’ heke i aia ratau ko ana tchimirik’. Ko matau hokopapa tenei.
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				K’ hēre to’ muritae, ko Rongomaitere, k’ tere etu ki Aote ki ta raki ro. K’ taraua ia ki’ hoki etu murieneti i tena kā waka ki Rēkohu.
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				Ko ta kōrero ko Tuiti taingo’ o kā tchkat Moriori tuatehi ki Rangihaute. K’ noho ratuu ki kā maung’ rē o ta motchu, k’ karakii ki Tami-hit-ta-ra o tch āta. 
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				No tehi rā k’ hēre tetehi tāne rūtapa ki ta moana, k’ kōrero ki ta manu nui o ta moana ko Kahu Tei. K’ tangi ko Kahu Tei tchiei ton’ rere ki ru wai i tehi karakii o ta imi Tuiti. K’ kōrero ta rūtapa e tchakat rongo ta imi Tuiti k’ kai hua rakau enak’. 
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				K’ kōrero mai ko Kahu Tei e nui t’ henu kei ki tichu mārō, e maha kā manu, kā roto, kā hua ewhi kā momo. 

				K’ tono ta rūtapa ki’ kite tch ara hokowhiti ta wai. K’ kōrero ko Kahu Tei k’ tuku pakihau ki ta rūtapa ki’ rere ki reira – eringi me hokoatu tch ara ki ru maung’, k’ pera hoki ia. Ki ri po k’ kaikai ko Kahu Tei k’ tangi kā manu, k’ mate hēre ki tch ataheia, ku’ korekore ta rongo mako, ku’ korekore ta rongo koko, hokokorekore etu. 
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				No re matenga o kā manu k’ homauri ta imi Tuiti, k’ kōrero ta rūtapa mo ton’ mahi. K’ pouri, k’ hoki ia ki ta moana, k’ kōrero ki ko Kahu Tei. K’ hokoako ko Kahu Tei ta rūtapa ki’ hanga waka rimu ki ta aka, ki kā niorea, ki ta rimurāpā, ka rewi i tawai.
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				Ko ia k’ hoe ki tua no papa me ton’ hūnau ki ta motchu, ko Rēkohu, k’ kiteā kā me’ k’ kōrero ko Kahu Tei. E henu tchakat kore, eringi, ewhi kā manu, ewhi kā roto wai kanape. K’ harakoakoa ia, k’ hoki ki Rangihaute, k’ hēre mai ton’ imi ki Rēkohu, k’ noho.
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				I hokoingo’ toku imi ko tenei henu huinga ki taingo’ ko Te Awapātiki. E tchap ki kā karāpuna Moriori.
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				Owenga

			

		

		
			
				Manukau Point

			

		

		
			
				Waitangi

			

		

		
			
				Te Awapātiki

			

		

		
			
				Kāingaroa

			

		

		
			
				Hapupu

			

		

		
			
				Te Whanga Lagoon
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				Ihakoa ko tche ara tenei k’ hēre kā ika kuahi o ta moana k’ uru mai ki roto Te Whanga, ko tikane o taingo’ ko Te Awapātiki “ko tche ara rewa a ta ika pātiki”.

			

		

		
			
				Pokai ta uru o ta moana ko tua imi k’ hēre mai. Hēre mai a ko re kau o Paorangi i rung’ takaipuke ki tche patu mimiha, ki ta mahi homai e neti, mahi hoatu e neti hoki. K’ toro etu kā ririma iaroha ki ratau, k’ noho tehi matau k' noho mai a nake i rung’ i matau toho.
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				Tehi rā k’ tae mai takaipuke mauwhia mai ta kai imi no tiwheatu. I maurahiritia hoki ratau i rung’ ko tikane Moriori. Tokomaha ratau k’ oeha. I whangai matau i ratau ki ta kai. K’ manaka mai ko tira i uta. K’ manawareka matau ki ratau ki’ piki ta mauri ora.

			

		

		
			
				K’ kōrero mai ratau ko Ngāti Tama taingo’ me ta kiri ku’ hokoairotia kā mata pera kā hokoairo karāpuna o kā rākau kopi, o kā rākau momori o Rēkohu. Tchiei i wahi ratau. Tipakore ki’ wahi mai ki matau. Tehi rā k’ hara mai e ope anō, ko Ngāti Mutunga taingo’.

			

		

		
			
				Pokai ta uru o tch henu ta ratau hēre i ta mata o tchuanuk’. Ko ta mahi ku ai kā miheke ka mai a nake ka potaietu ka riri ia ratau. K’ kōrero mai ratau ko ratau ta ‘mana whenua’. Timata etu, tchiei matau i riri. Tchiei matau i marama ta mahi.
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				Ku’ wā roa k’ tu t’ huinga penei ki Rēkohu. K’ hokomenetai pēnei toku imi, k’ kōrero mō kā take nui enake. Koia i pērā. Timata mai t’ huinga ki raro o kā rākau kopi. Tuatehi mai k’ kōrero kā rūtapa, ko tama toa. 

			

		

		
			
				K’ hokoaro tōku imi k’ wehe etu, k’ hēre etu kā mata hore nei. Eringi, k’ noho ton’ ratou. Ta karang’hia t’ huinga o kā tchkat henu e kā rangat’ matua. Ko ta kitē etu tehi mano kā tchakat me tche 160 ieriki-ieriki k’ hēre ki Te Awapātiki.
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				Ihakoa k’ noho marire toku imi, tokomaha ko toa kaha ko tikane tuapoi o Tū – tupuari ki tupuari. Kuahi kā tau tehi te rau k’ mōhio ratou ko tikane rangataua, engari ko t’ hokotau rā nō ki’ kaua e patu. Koia tche toho.

			

		

		
			
				K’ mau rakau kā mata hore, eringi torutoru ratau, K’ tohe ko tama toa ihakoa k’ hingi etehi o matau, t’ hokomutu etu ko matau k’ hiku i tche hara no re mē tokomaha matau. K’ hokotikamau kā rūtapa me pana kā mata hore. Me rangataua!

			

		

		
			
				Eringi, ko kā rangata matua o Owenga, ko Tapata rauu ko Torea k’ hokoako mai ki’ kore rangataua matou. Ko tche rongomau tche toho. Ko tikane tukuiho tenei i hokotau a Nunuku-whenua, ko tohuk’ – ko tchakat hou rongo.

			

		

		
			
				E kino tch patu.

			

		

		
			
				Ihakoa patu, ihakoa ehi – tie etiki anohi a matau.
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				Ko t’ hokopae o kā rūtapa mō tche toho o Nunuku ko tikane hokomarumaru ki’ kore matau k’ hokomate matau anō. Awaienei no waho t’ hokowehi. Tchakat noho, tchakat tauohorihori, tchakat mate, tchakat ngaro. 

			

		

		
			
				No t’ huinga ki Te Awapātiki k’ hara mai ko tokoteru nei ko Meremere rauu ko Nga Pe – ko kā rangatira o ta imi riri, o kai imi no tiwheatu. 

			

		

		
			
				K’ tohe ko tama toa ki’ rangataua, no re mē, awaienei ku’ kitē t’ huinga e Meremere rauu ko Nga Pe. 

			

		

		
			
				K’ hēre ton’ kā kōrero – ko Hina Ahiahi ki ri po ...

			

		

		
			
				... Hina Āta me tch āta o Heia murieneti i tena. Maha kā whaikōrero k’ rere.

			

		

		
			
				Me rangataua! Me hokongaro!
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				Eringi, kore kā rangat’ matua k’ hokoiana ki’ mae a Meremere rauu ko Nga Pe. K’ hunatu etu rauu. 

			

		

		
			
				Tehi anō tche pō k’ whaikōrero ton’. No tche āta murieneti i tena k’ hokotau kā rangat’ matua me kā tohuk’ k’ kore toku imi k’ hokongaro i kā mata hore. Ko ta mahi ki’ manakatia ratou e matou ki ta kai, ki’ hokomaurahirita ki rung’ ta henu.

			

		

		
			
				Tchakat hou rongo tatau! Me rongo!

			

		

		
			
				
					Kai a te kuri!
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				Murieneti mai i tena tchiei toku imi k’ matau k’ ah’. Ihakoa tera kamau ton’ matau ki kā tikane tuapoi o tche rongo a Nunuku.

			

		

		
			
				Ti reira, k’ hoki etu kā tchakat Moriori ki ratau kaing’ me t’ hokoputanga ki ru ratou – mahine mai, tchimirik’ mai hoki. K’ t’ hokoaro kotau pe ‘O-o-o, kore rangataua, k’ mate kotau?’ No re mē, k’ pō, k’ ao, ko Tū, ko Rongo, ko ro mutunga k’ ooti ta rangataua, ku’ kore kā hooriri, k’ tau mai . Me rongo.
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				Kei muri kā rakau kopi tata ki Kāingaroa tetehi wawa – etu i kararehe ahu’henu.
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				Tau muai ta rongo k’ hēre au ki roto ta uru rakau. Ko korohi waho etu; tau muai roto mai. Tau muai hoki au. 
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				Ko ta rē hikikihiwaka enak’ k’ rongo au. K’ hokoaro au ko ta kaing’ mua teneti o tītī? Kaoko hū raua pe ri po. 
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				K’ hēre au ki waeng’ ngāherehere k’ tirana au t’ hokoairo karāpuna ki ru rakau. E tchakat, e manu, e ika ena. Ko ratuu motaku pe ki’ mahu ririma – ko tena, ko tena – ki’ motiha. He a’ koi te kite ai eneti tcho’o?
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				K’ noho au ki tetehi rakau kopi, e rakau nui, k’ tiriwa ki’ rongo ton’ rē kōtamutamu muru rere mai.
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				Tukupu

			

		

		
			
				
					Tche Aniwera o Rangitokona

				

				
					Ko ta etchu mutu o eneti

				

				
					The last of these … (i.e., last born child, the last to arrive, etc.). back

				

				
					K’ Tae Mai Kā Tchakat Tuatehi

				

				
					Khia rau tau i mua

				

				
					Many hundreds of years ago … back

				

				
					tche ara rō o ta hopo, o ta rongomoana hoki

				

				
					the path of the albatross and the black fish back

				

				
					Ko ta rongo o t’ henu tena, ko ta rongo o ta moana tena.

				

				
					(That one) is peace on land, (that one) is peace on the ocean. back

				

				
					Ko Rūtapa rauu ko Kahu Tei

				

				
					taingo’

				

				
					the name (Māori = te ingoa) back

				

				
					ratuu

				

				
					they/them (3 or more people)(Māori = rātou/rātau) back

				

				
					maung’ rē

				

				
					mountain (literally mountain of sunlight or sunlit mountain) back

				

				
					motchu

				

				
					island (Māori = motu/moutere) back

				

				
					tchiei ton’ rere ki ru wai

				

				
					unable to fly over water‘… could no longer soar high above the water …’ back
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					kei ki tichu mārō

				

				
					to the north-west back

				

				
					Ki ri po

				

				
					Into the night/All night long back

				

				
					ku’ korekore ta rongo mako

				

				
					the calls of the mako (korimako) … were heard no more back

				

				
					ku’ korekore ta rongo koko

				

				
					the calls of the tui … were heard no more back

				

				
					hokokorekore etu

				

				
					to be extinguished or made to disappear back

				

				
					No re matenga o kā manu k’ homauri ta imi Tuiti …

				

				
					The deaths of the birds caused great alarm amongst the Tuiti … back

				

				
					ki tua no papa

				

				
					beyond land (out to sea) back

				

				
					Kā Rā e Toru ki Te Awapātiki

				

				
					pokai ta uru o ta moana

				

				
					to traverse the ocean/to come by way of the ocean back

				

				
					ko re kau o Paorangi

				

				
					travellers/visitors/strange arrivals from afar back

				

				
					mahi homai e neti, mahi hoatu e neti

				

				
					trade and barter back

				

				
					no tiwheatu

				

				
					from distant shores, from afar back

				

				
					K’ manaka mai ko tira i uta.

				

				
					To show care to a group that has landed or arrived. back

				

				
					Tchei i wahi

				

				
					Not afraid (past tense) back
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					Tipakore ki’ wahi mai

				

				
					No reason to have fear (neutral tense) back

				

				
					Pokai ta uru o tch henu

				

				
					To traverse the land/to come by way of land … back

				

				
					Timata etu

				

				
					To start with … At first … back

				

				
					tchei

				

				
					did not … (i.e., We did not understand what was happening.) back

				

				
					mata hore

				

				
					strangers back

				

				
					ko tikane tuapoi o Tū – tupuari ki tupuari

				

				
					the ancient ways of Tū – staff on staff. back

				

				
					Koia tche toho.

				

				
					That was/is the custom.That was/is the way. back

				

				
					eringi

				

				
					… but … back

				

				
					 t’ hokomutu etu

				

				
					in the end …when all is said and done … back

				

				
					tie etiki anohi a matau

				

				
					… we have the advantage back

				

				
					E kino tch patu.

				

				
					It is evil to kill. back

				

				
					Ko tche rongomau tche toho.

				

				
					Everlasting peace is the way. back

				

				
					tchakat hou rongo

				

				
					a person of peace back

				

				
					Awaienei

				

				
					Now/Presently/Currently back

				

				
					tchakat noho

				

				
					a person who sits and does nothing back

				

				
					tchakat tauohorihori

				

				
					a person who is lazy and idle back

				

				
					tchakat mate

				

				
					a person who is sick, dying, or dead back
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					tchakat ngaro

				

				
					a person who no longer exists back

				

				
					ko Hina Ahiahi ki ri po …

				

				
					from the afternoon and into the night … back

				

				
					tch āta o Heia

				

				
					the breaking of dawn back

				

				
					murieneti i tena

				

				
					after that (event) back

				

				
					kai imi no tiwheatu

				

				
					aggressive invaders from afar back

				

				
					no re mē

				

				
					because … (also shown as ‘no re me’) back

				

				
					Tehi anō tche pō

				

				
					After one more night … back

				

				
					No tche āta murieneti i tena

				

				
					The following morning … back

				

				
					manakatia

				

				
					show kindness and be welcoming back

				

				
					hokomaurahirita ki rung’ ta henu

				

				
					welcome unreservedly onto the land back

				

				
					Tchakat hou rongo tatau! Me rongo!

				

				
					We are a peaceful people. Peace to all! back

				

				
					Ihakoa tera kamau ton’

				

				
					Despite that … hold/held firm … back

				

				
					Ti reira

				

				
					Therefore … back

				

				
					Ko ro mutunga

				

				
					In the end/Finally/Ultimately back
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					Rakau Motiha

				

				
					Tau muai ta rongo

				

				
					To feel a sense of peace and calm back

				

				
					Tau muai roto mai. Tau muai hoki au. 

				

				
					To feel peace within. I feel at peace. back

				

				
					Ko ta rē hikikihiwaka enak’ k’ rongo au.

				

				
					All I can hear is the voice of the fantail. back
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				Moriori YouTube channel

				The channel contains numerous film clips and audio files of ancient rongo that have been produced by or with the blessing of Hokotehi Moriori Trust.

				Hokotehi Moriori Trust

				Tribal website with regulary updated notices and links to important events and documents such as Treaty Settlement negotiations.

				Teaching and Learning Resources

				A comprehensive set of unit plans on Rēkohu and Moriori.

				Moriori Treaty Settlement Negotiations

				Deed of Settlement and the background to the Historic Account in full detail.

			

		

		
			
				Kā Tchono
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				Intellectual Property Issues in Cultural Heritage

				Hokotehi was a case study participant in this international research programme. 

				Ta Rē Moriori

				Ta Rē Moriori is a Moriori language application that is built to teach the basics of the Moriori language and culture. It contains both Moriori words and their English translations, it has audio examples, contains a 'Create Your Pepeha' section and holds the words to many Moriori karakii/prayer and rongo/songs.

				Rākau momori of Rēkohu, Christina Jefferson

				This link takes you to the Journal of the Polynesian Society paper by Christina Jefferson. It contains examples of the intricate drawings of Moriori living tree engravings.
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